We understand there are errors be- 
s taught in Sunday Schools about 
S second commandment. Some per- 
s think that “Thou shalt not take 
s Name of the Lord thy God in vain, 
>the Lord will not hold him guiltless 
10 taketh his name in vain,” is di- 
sted at little boys who say naughty 
S. 
hat isn’t what it means. It may 
lude swearing, or using the name of 
Se Deity lightly by persons whose 
cabulary is so limited they have to 
sort to profanity in order to make 
ners listen; but there are more seri- 
s and more subtle ways of breaking 
6 second commandment than saying 
ble words in the wrong places. And 
e boys aren’t likely to be as great 
senders as are their fathers. 
For example, it is taking the Name 
‘the Lord in vain for a public man to 
ag religion into his speeches in order 
impress his listeners and influence 
eir votes. We have been impressed 
ten when some of our own politi- 
ans and statesmen in Canada have 
efessed their faith sincerely in their 
e utterances; impressed because 
ried the marks of sincerity, and 
se the record of the same men 
ted that they tried to worship 
erve God whether in or out of 
Sometimes we are unim- 


Profane Offerings 

; taking the Name of the Lord in 
to drop a token offering on the 
all it a sacrifice and ask God’s 
ig upon it. As a matter of fact 
the profanest acts is performed 


at dignity down the aisle to present 
n and unworthy offerings for the 
of the Lord. Remember Cain! 
ot the ushers who are profane, 
the people who profess religion 
their mouths, and deny it in their 
gs. 

is taking the Name of the Lord in 
1 to use religion for personal profit. 
n who joins the church to pro- 
2 business, gain respectability, 
e contacts,” may be a stalwart 
n in the community but he is 


_ On Saying Naughty Words 


AN EDITORIAL “TUT, TUT” 


more profane than a rough-tongued 
old sinner on the street who is so 
humble he doesn’t even feel worthy 
to enter a church. 

We hope this is not misunderstood, 
for in every community there aré sen- 
sitive and sincere people who happen 
to be in the sort of business where the 
goodwill of their neighbors and the 
patronage of their fellow-church mem- 
bers is important to them, who are so 
sensitive on this point that they fail 
to take a prominent part in church 
life for fear others may think they 
are “using” the church. We know of 
those who would like to transfer 
their membership to another congre- 
gation for the spiritual welfare of 
their families and the nurture of their 
own souls, who hesitate to do so for 
fear they will be charged with trans- 
ferring for business purposes. This 
isn’t aimed at them—but at insensitive 
persons who will exploit their church 
connections. 

There is a measure of vanity in all 
of us which may betray any one of us 
into profanity. But the man who has 
something of the awe of Almighty God 
in his heart, is not likely to err seri- 
ously. The prestige which service in 
the church may give wears well upon 
a humble man. It’s the hypocrite’s 
cloak upon the insincere. 


Profane Preachers 

The minister of religion is always 
in danger of breaking this second 
commandment himself. Because he 
deals with holy things it is easy to be- 
come profane. 

Thoughtless individuals, well-mean- 
ing Babbitts without reverence in their 
souls, but considerable enthusiasm for 
good works—the kind who will openly 
flout the law to raffle a car to raise 
money to prevent juvenile law-break- 
ing—are sometimes insistent in their 
attempts to lead their ministers into 
profanity. They are such good persons 
in so many ways, it is difficult to teach 
them that men must not try to use God 
to further their own ambitious schemes. 
- They like the minister to be present 
with his clerical collar around his neck 
and a prayer on his lips for the bless- 
ing of this enterprise or that. Whether 


i i a ee 

This editorial on the Second Com- 
mandment is from the United Church 
Observer in Canada. 


a a 
it is the opening of a new brewery, 
the dedication of a new hospital, the 
laying of a cornerstone for the new 
jail, or the blessing of the village 
Council at its opening meeting, they 
like the implied blessing of respectable 
religion. 

Some of these things are very wor- 
thy. Recently we attended the open- 
ing of a new hospital—not a church 
institution, but a community hospital. 
Several ministers and a Roman Catho- 
lic priest took part in the ceremonies. 
An Anglican rector prepared a beauti- 
ful prayer for the occasion. It included 
these words: 

“We pray that Thine increasing 
Providence will guide and direct all 


who here will be engaged in the minis- — 


try of healing. To doctors, physicians 
and nurses grant wisdom and _ skill. 
Give them tender hearts and healing 
hands and the knowledge that in 
caring for the sick they are fulfilling 
Thy Divine purpose. May they re- 
member Thy touch has still its ancient 
power and look to Thee for grace and 
guidance in all things.” 

This was a wonderful experience for 
all who shared in it. Anglicans usually 
do these things well. 
an atmosphere of reverence that the 
chairman —a Presbyterian elder — at 
the conclusion of the ceremonies in- 


vited “the congregation” to enter the 


new hospital. 

On many public occasions a minis- 
ter may have the opportunity to pro- 
claim the truth and turn the minds of 
people to the things of God. He will 
be pleased to be there. 


Stop and Think 


But there will be places where the 
minister will have to stop and think 
before he accepts an invitation. Is he 
needed because those who ask have a 
sense of dependence on Almighty God 
before some new undertaking? Or do 
they want to add dignity to an un- 
dignified effort? 
presence and his prayers will make 
the unrespectable respectable? Is it 


that they feel they need better public © 


relations with “church people?” 
If it is a country club which dis- 


criminates on grounds of race or color; — 


(Continued on page 13) 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE— 
Any mail from anyone to the editor should now be sent to the 


t.. ieee le 
aye 


editor’s new address, Box 188, Viborg, South Dakota. 


ee eee 
U.E.L.C. Synodical Convention 


June 18 through 23, 1959 
at Pella Lutheran Church 


Sidney, Montana 


Golgotha Lutheran Church, 
Chicago, Ill., has just voted to 
adopt the Church Paper Plan in 
every Home. Pastor Ingward Ol- 
sen is pastor of the Church. 


Why not a few more churches? As 
we write the above news item, we 
feel constrained to suggest to pastors 
and congregations to give this church 
paper in every home plan a try. You 
will not regret it. It will help you in 
every sO many ways. 


FAVORS CLERICAL GARB 
Dear Scrip Sundry, 

I have just finished reading your 
article on clerical garb for the protes- 
tant clergy and being a son of a Lu- 
theran pastor I have through the years 
formed my own opinion about this. 

Personally I like the clerical garb 
and I don’t think we should allow the 
Catholics to monopolize it. It is much 
more becoming to see a member of 
the clergy in dress, that positively 
identifies him as a clergyman than it 
is to see some of the protestant pastors 
dressed in a black hat, black necktie 
outfit which makes one wonder wheth- 
er he might be an undertaker, Jeho- 
vah’s witness or some other sect. Yet 
he might be dressed in a manner that 
you might wonder if he is just a 
salesman. You mention a distinct 
‘protestant clerical garb and I think 
that would be wonderful. As I read 
your article the thought occurred to 
me—why not a distinct Lutheran 
clergy garb! How about a rabat as 
most of the erthodox clergy now wear 


and perhaps have worn for centuries, 


with Luther’s coat of arms perhaps 


three or four inches in diameter beau- 
tifully embroidered in the center of 
it. I am sure the Lutheran pastors 
would then get a respectful Hello 
Pastor instead of Hello Father. This 
is something I am sure the Lutheran 
Pastor would be proud to wear and 
would positively identify him as an 
ambassador of Christ. 


Yours in Christ 
Paul G. Kloth 
Falmouth, Maine 


Easton Calif. Dec. 18—There was 
funeral services in Immanuel Church 
for Chris Christensen. He was born 
March 22, 1883 in Rold, Denmark. He 
came to Falmouth, Me. where he mar- 
ried Margrethe Christiansen in 1907. 
The same year they journeyed to Eu- 
gene, Oregon, and joined Bethesda 
Luth. later becoming charter mem- 
bers of Emmaus Lutheran where he 
served on the church board from the 
time it was organized until they moy- 
ed to Calif. in 1948 when they be- 
came members of Immanuel congrega- 
tion. He was a faithful worker always 
being willing to serve wherever he 
could. He was one of our representa- 
tives to Bethel Old People’s Home in 
Selma. He passed away Dec. 15th at 
the age of 75 years. 


Audubon, Iowa. Rev. Erhardt Niel- 
sen, Pastor of Our Saviour’s Lutheran 
Church. Christmas was a full and busy 
season. The choir rendered a very 
good Christmas concert. The Sunday 
School and all the organizations of 
the church had their programs and 
celebrated with great joy. 

The traditional Danish Christmas 
party for old and young was a very 
festive occasion. A large number at- 
tended and it was enjoyed very much. 
It consisted of singing good old Danish 
hymns, readings, musical numbers,etc. 
A very delicious lunch was served by 
the Ladies Aid. 

We are now using the new red 
hymnals at our worship services and 
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sent to Rev. John W. Micon aie es pte My Nene ae 


we will soon be trying out. the 1m 
form of service. 

Our Saviour’s was also remembes 
by Arthur Nelson of Newell, Icy 
who donated a lovely blond Thon 
Electric Organ for the chapel in ll 
ing memory of his wife, Ida, who v 
one of the first organists of Ov sf 
viour’s. 4 

Members attending the annual mé 
ing of the church held January 
were gratified to hear the inspiry 
reports. Our church will soon be be 
tified by carpeting the chancel, mn 
aisle and choir steps and flood 
to be installed on the lawn to illum 


ate the church tower at night. M 


a budget of $1500 was allowed to py 
vide for help for our Pastor such} 
an intern, student or visitation Fi 


tor. 


From Your Statistician’s Worksht 
By the closing date for returning 
parochial reports—Jan. 15th—only 
bout 40 out of the 183 we expe 
had arrived. The time of grace g 
ed by this office is until Febru 
Please do your best, Brethren, t 
yours sent in. A few have failed 
send in all three colored sheets of 
report. Sorry no instruction was gi 
regarding this in the instruction gui! 
We assumed that all would file 1 
white worksheet in the local 
office and return the others, of w 
(1) is for the statistician’s file, 
for the district president, and (3) 
the synodical president. Your stati 
tician will forward the latter two 
due time when all are in. 2 


P. C. Jensen, Blain Nebr 


Word has been received that Pa: 
Paul G. Rasmussen of Neenah, ¥V 
consin passed away, Monday, Janu:z 
19, 1959. An obituary will follow 
a later edition. ~ 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Board of Home Missions of ti 
United Evangelical Lutheran Chur 
will hold its annual meeting 
Maryland Hotel, 900 Rush 
Chicago, Illinois, beginning Fe 
24 at 8:00 P.M. All members ¢ 
Board are reminded to get their 3 
ervation cards in to Hotel Mary an 
immediately. a 
K. M. Matthieseni 

(Continued on page 15) s 
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Editorials and Comments 
& DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU ARE DOING? 
1 Modern people are always on the go. We have noticed 
a hat many fine Christians never have time to be quiet. 
hey try to cover too big a territory with their activities. 
| The Christian should first of all be concerned with 
church. It is through the church activities that he 
ears his first witness. He should also take part in the 
ommunity activities, but only in one or two, so that 
le can really do effective work. If he gets into too 
any things, he will dilute both his Christian faith, his 
tness and also his work both in the church and in the 
mmunity. 
Try to concentrate on a few things, and it will be 
auch better, and you will gain respect. 
As for recreation we may say that you cannot go 
hing, play golf, square dance, play cards, ete., all 
time. Have only one hobby. Devote yourself to 
that. Perhaps it is better to work a bit with some tools 
Ogether with your children than to play bridge with 
our friends. 
We complain that the schools have too many activities, 
we think the complaint is valid. But where do the 
dren learn this? 
Sometimes the children say to the parents, “But they 
Ht do it.” 
| Why, because most modern parents do it. 
‘Seek first the kingdom of God and you will find that 
Ii the other things get into balance. 


: HARD TIMES 

‘Some people seem to find the going hard. They can 
ardly make ends meet. Why? Is it because it is dif- 
lt to get daily bread? No, not generally so. No 
bt some families have difficulties to get daily bread, 
the hard times are often created because people 
nt so many things besides daily bread. 

1eir big problem is how to use their spare time. 
w to get money for this new gadget. How to get 
ney for a vacation some distance away. The neigh- 
ors got something new? It would be nice if we could 
this too. We could go on. But no doubt the reader 
. do that himself. 


-_ SHOULD WE HAVE RELIGIOUS PLAYS 

We have found that religious plays can be helpful 

instructive. Some churchmen in Norway object to 

m. Here is a communication from Norway that 

aks for itself. 

‘ormation of a church dramatic group here has 

. rise to controversy on the justification of the 
h play. 

Writing in the Christian daily newspaper of Oslo, 
Land,” the Rev. Carl F. Wisl¢ff, rector of the 

Theological Faculty, warns against such dramatic 

ctions which he believes have a weakening and 

ial ‘ee ee on spunea! life. 
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is to be preached, not acted. Do not turn the altar into 
a stage and our Christian young people into actors.” 

In reply to this attack, Mr. Finn Jor, director of the 
newly formed group, drew attention to the fact that 
church play groups were aware of the problems con- 
nected with this type of work. 

“It should not be taken to mean that the theatre is 
to enter the church,” he wrote. “Should this happen, 
we shall immediately cease our activities and admit that 
we are wrong. The church play must be part of the 
service of preaching. The moment it does not live up 
to this requirement it has become a failure.” 

The weekly “Var Kirke” further defended the use of 
religious drama in a lead article which pointed out the 
widespread use of dramatics in churches of other coun- 
tries. 

“Through word and action of the participants,” the 
paper stressed, “the church play should give a living, 
plastic expression of the Christian message. It means 
the employment of the language of signs as distinct 
from the spoken word alone.” 

The periodical acknowledged that there is a risk in 
the use of drama which demands “a critical attitude 
toward both subject material and effects,” but added — 
that “there is no form for Christian work without any . 
risk.” = 


ABOLISH CHILD MARRIAGE oo 
When we remember reading the miserable stories of — 
child marriages which are reported in the public press 
as occurring in rural Tennessee and other areas where 
bad practices have not been abolished, we feel real — 
sympathy with the plea made by the Tennessee Council © 
of Churches to members of the 1959 state legislature — 
to adopt measures to limit the mischief. Recently a — 
so-called Baptist preacher ran off with a fourteen-year- 2 
old girl and tried to get married. We disown such a 
preacher and denounce such behavior. The Tennessee 3 
council draws attention to a serious situation. It de- — 
clares an “exceedingly large number” of high school — 
youths are plunging into “quickie” marriages that soon 
end in divorce. Setting a legal limit to marriage age 
would, however, solve only part of the problem. It is 
the duty of churches to lead in moral instruction and 2 
to create community conviction on what is good for the z : 
future of their youth. If we are to have social purity = 
and parental responsibility then the churches must 3 
take their stand when moral issues arise. 
—Watchman-Examiner 


Bap res 


It PAYS TO ADVERTISE 
“The codfish lays a million eggs, 
While the helpful hen lays one; 
But the codfish does not cackle 
To inform us what she’s done. 
And so we scorn the codfish coy, 
While the helpful hen we prize;- 
Which indicates to thoughtful minds 
That it pays to advertise.” 

—American Lutheran 


—_— ie 
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Church News from here and there 


BALANCE THE CITY 
BUDGET BY BETTING? 

Twenty-three leading Protestant 
clergymen and laymen expressed new 
opposition to a proposal for legalizing 
off-track betting in New York. 

Their statement condemning “off- 
track gambling” was sent to Mayor 
Robert F. Wagner, Gov.-elect Nelson 
Rockefeller, and Robert F. Dowling, 
chairman of the mayor’s special com- 
mittee studying the suggestion. 

The Protestant leaders charged the 
system with: 

Creating a grave social and moral 
evil. 

Being basically a scheme for “filch- 
ing” money from those who should be 


the first concern of government 
rather than its prey. 
Embodying the “folly” of seeking 


“to prosper government by prospering 
a virulent parasite in the body politic.” 

Undermining the health of democra- 
cy by daily teaching the community 
through government example and 
precept the “very antithesis of thrift 
and industry.” 

Corrupting a sound public economy 
“by promoting the sophistry of get- 
ting wealth without labor and success 
without merit, and encouraging the 
fundamentally immoral belief by the 
people as a whole in gambling as a 


_source of family revenue.” 


_ Earlier, the Protestant Council of the 
City of New York urged the mayor’s 
committee to abandon the proposal 
after describing it as a moral, spiritual, 
and economic evil. The mayor claims 
that a tax on off-track betting would 
help balance the city’s budget for the 
fiscal year beginning next July 1. 
“Instead of creating taxable re- 
sources,” the 23 Protestant churchmen 
said, “the proposal would diminish 
them by diminishing the community’s 
purchasing power and, through erod- 
ing civic responsibility, reduce voters’ 
pressure for economy, efficiency, and 
honesty in government itself.” 


HONG KONG RUSSIAN 


_ REFUGEES ARRIVE AT 


WALDENSIAN HOME 


A first group of 19 Russian refugees 
from Hong Kong arrived at Villa 
Olanda, a rest home for aged refugees 


_ set up at Torre Pellice, Italy, by the 
_ Italian Waldensian Church. 


A United Nations plane had brought 
them from the British crown colony to 
Brindisi, where they boarded a train 
for the Waldensian valley in Piedmont. 

All of them are very old, some over 


80. The majority belonged to the 


ruling classes of Czarist Russia and 


had to flee their country during the 
1917 Bolshevist revolution. From Rus- 
sia they went to China, where they 
became workers, artisans, and clerks. 
For 40 years they lived modestly and 
peacefully. But finally, the new 
Communist masters of China gave 
them the alternative: total assimila- 
tion into the new Communist order or 
emigration. 

Placed under UN protection, the 
Russian refugees were moved to Hong 
Kong, where the World Council of 
Churches’ Service to Refugees offered 
to co-operate in finding them new 
homes in other parts of the free 
world. 

Although the 19 Russians are the 
first to come here from Hong Kong, 
they are not the first refugees the 
Waldensians have helped. Last April, 
a group of refugees, mostly Hungari- 
ans and Russians in Europe, were 
housed in Villa Olanda, a made-over 
former hotel. 

The newcomers belong to the East- 
ern Orthodox faith. But Waldensian 
leaders have assured them that no 
pressure will be exerted on them to 
change their religion. 


CLERGYMAN TRAVELS 60,600 
MILES IN UNSUCCESSFUL 
BIBLE SEARCH 

An unsuccessful search for two lost 
Gutenberg Bibles took a Chicago 
clergyman on aé_  60,000-mile jaunt 
through Europe. 

The Rev. Don Cleveland Norman, 
religion editor of the American Peo- 
ples Encyclopedia, says he believes the 
two missing copies are secreted some- 
where in Russia. 

Both Bibles are among 47 Guten- 
bergs known to exist. Of these 35 are 
printed on paper and 12 on vellum. 
Gutenberg’s press at Mainz, Germany, 
turned out between 180 and 300 Bibles 
before August 15, 1456. 

They are believed to have been the 
Western world’s first books printed 
from metal movable type. 

Mr. Norman began his search for 
two copies missing from Leipzig, Ger- 
many, in 1957. The trail ended at the 
Soviet border. 

Results of the clergyman’s investi- 
gations will be published early in 
1959 in “The 500th Anniversary Pic- 
torial Census of the Gutenberg Bible.” 

Mr. Norman personally examined 44 
of the 47 Gutenberg’s. Besides the 
two missing volumes, he was unable 
to see one held by the Bank of Mon- 
treal in its vaults in Ottawa, Canada, 
where it awaits the outcome of a dis- 


pute over its ownership between Free ~ 


te - 
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Of the other Gutenbergs, 14 are 
the U. S., nine in Germany, eight i 
Great Britain, four in France, two i 
Spain, two in Italy, and one each | i 
Portugal, Switzerland, Austria, Den 
mark and Belgium. 


Poles and Poles of Communist ‘ae 


MOVE TO SUBURBS 
THREATENS CITY CHURCHES 
LUTHERANS TOLD 4 
The current trend of people movin 
from the city to the suburbs ha 
created a dilemma for many long-ee 
tablished churches in the heart a 
larger cities, a national conference a 
Lutheran stewardship leaders was toh 
at Minneapolis. : 
The Rev. Walter Kloetzli of Chicage 
director of urban church planning fq 
the National Lutheran Council, sai 
the result has been that many citi 
churches are “living like ostriches wit 
their heads stuck in the sand, becaus 
they have not faced the reality tha 
they are living in changing neighbor 
hoods.” j 
He told some 40 stewardship leader 
from nine Lutheran church bodie 
that “too many congregations are try; 
ing to create rural or suburban chureti 
es in their present neighborhoods, 20 
they have the idea that Suburbia - 
the ultimate haven for all g00¢ 
churches.” ' 
Noting that “the farther you gé 
from City Hall, the more Lutheram 
you find,” Mr. Koetzli warned that th 
Lutheran Church apparently may be 
come a predominantly upper middl 
class religious group, because so mani 
of its people are moving to bette 
neighborhoods. ‘ 
He called on church leaders to stoz 
or reverse this trend, and instead 4! 
help older downtown churches to de 
velop a concern to better serve th: 
areas where they are now located. 
Congregations located in areas —«O 
rapid social change must bec 
alerted to the kind of nelghborho 
they are in, he stated. For ma 
churches, Mr. Kloetzli added, “a t 
mendous turnover in membership caxz 
become a potentially dangerous situ 
ation.” 
He said it is not unusual to fin 
city churches whose membership tod 
is composed of less than half the fam. 
ilies they had ten years ago. Whe 
new members replacing those - he 
have moved away are kept on th 
periphery of the church’s life, w 
the minority clinging to old-es 
lished, proven programs, suc 
church cannot Possibly serve the i 
terests of the majority, he declare 
Mr. Kloetzli said city congrega 
must become sensitized to the 
of their particular part of the ci 
(Continued on page 5) | 


anuary 26, 1959. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


[he Washington Observer 


By Gerhard Lenski 


~ TWO GREAT FOUNDATIONS 

Another Rockefeller Foundation re- 
ort catches the eye. In the last two 
rears this foundation has spent more 
han $74 million in its fight against 
lisease, ignorance and malnutrition. 
oven in this day of huge spending, 
his is no small sum. The idealism 
nd the generosity motivating it need 
0 be appreciated better. It is entirely 
oo easy for the most of us to take this 
ort of thing for granted and to feel 
lat this is what people as rich as 
he Rockefellers ought always to do. 
-*, connection it might be well for 


s to remind ourselves of the fact 
vat the cure the Foundation so tire- 
essly seeks could turn out to be the 
yery one we ourselves might some 
jay be badly needing. 
The Ford Foundation is another 
wency needing in our day to receive 
nore appreciation than it has been 
ing. Here again, without too much 
lowing of trumpets or front-page ad- 
ising, millions have been dis- 
wibuted for the benefit of our educa- 
mal institutions across the land. Our 
Lutheran colleges are among those 
who have received large sums. Yes, 
some articles have been published 
elling us how this money was being 
pent. That in the Saturday Review 
was the best that came to this writer’s 
ittention. If our religious journals 
md our college bulletins have issued 
aparable information and acknowl- 
igement, it has not been done so in 
“way to command deserved atten- 
. Again, let us not take too much 
granted. Expecting generosity of 
rich, we must not fail to expect 
ich measure of appreciation and 
iderstanding from ourselves. 


THE MAKE-UP OF THE 
NEW CONGRESS 


The new Congress gives real evi- 
dence of the fact that America is the 
world’s melting pot. A great variety 
of nationalities will be represented 
there. German-Americans, _Italian- 
Americans, Polish-Americans—all will 
be there in appreciable numbers and 
will probably outnumber those claim- 
ing Mayflower ancestry. Irish-Ameri- 
eans have long been prominent in the 
political world and they are not taking 
a back seat as the 86th Congress con- 
venes. 


In the new Congress will be found 
the son of a Greek immigrant, also a 
Far Easterner, Representative Saud of 
California who was born in India. A 
Lebanese- American, Representative 
Kasem of New York, a former gro- 
cery clerk, will add the Near-East 
touch. Yugoslav and Czech-Americans 
will be represented by such stalwarts 
as Representatives Blatnik of Minne- 
sota and Representative Vanik of Ohio. 
The colored are not represented in 
proportion to their numbers but they 
will have a bold and eloquent spokes- 
man in the person of Representative 
Powell of New York. 


Protestants continue to outnumber 
legislators of Catholic background 
and affiliation, but the number of 


' Catholics entering high political posi- 


tions is steadily increasing. 


A number of Lutherans lost out in 
the last Congressional election. How- 
ever, an interesting new-comer arrives 
in Washington to take their place— 
the Rev. Walter Moeller, who has been 
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elected as a Democrat from the 10th 
Congressional District of Ohio. 


A great variety of individuals! God’s 
guidance for them all and His rich 
blessing upon them and the nation 
they serve! 


WHENCE DID LIFE ON THIS 
PLANET COME? 


Astronomer A.C.B. Lovell of the 
University of Manchester, England, 
feels that our new giant radio tele- 
scopes will shortly peer into interstel- 
lar space and find the answer there. 


Author Stuart Chase, in his new 
book “Some Things Worth Knowing” 
(Harper’s 1958), is not so optimistic. 
Discounting at the start such a thing 
as special creation, he speaks of the 
dust-cloud hypothesis, of the “big 
bang” theory and of something he 
calls “continuous creation.” He bol- 
sters the case with a word from Julian 
Huxley who avers that “without some 
knowledge of evolution” we cannot 
even approach this problem correctly. 
Maybe all this is “worth knowing,” 
but we wonder if even from Mr. 
Chase’s viewpoint it does not seem to 
be too much like a dust-cloud hypo- 
thesis or simply a big bang of words 
and phrases. 


One thing we religionists must al- 
ways commend in scientists of this 
sort—their industry, their tirelessness, 
their zeal. 


the cause we represent! 


On the other hand, why this studied 
disregard for God and for any possi- 
bility of Divine creation? Science as 
true science deserves our respect, but 


is not this most unscientific to ignore 


the inmost conviction of millions of 
believers and to treat it as though it 
were only 
moonshine? 


CHURCH NEWS 

(From page 4) 
ot themselves to neighborhoods as 
are, not as they might like them 

e.- 

e pointed to a danger that can 
lop when a congregation’s leader- 
ip lives at a great distance from the 
wntown church. When such leaders 
Sunday School teachers who live 
social and economic area different 


may live under Se different 
al conditions during the week. 


Mr. Kloetzli asserted that city con- 
gregations which ignore the need for 
the self-evaluation of the effectiveness 
of their ministry in changing neigh- 
borhoods are “only postponing the day 
of reckoning.” 

Citing America’s current yearly 
population increase of 3,000,000, cou- 
pled with some 20 per cent of the 
population moving to new cities each 
year, Mr. Kloetzli revealed that in 
some instances, city churches have ex- 
perienced membership turnovers reach- 

ing up to 60 per cent. 

He predicted that most urban cen- 


ters in America will double in size — 


in the next 20 or 30 years, and he said 


churches in these areas would find 


themselves in the midst of “dramatic 


and overwhelming change” if they do 


not take steps to meet it. 


He said the New York metropolitan 
area expects a population increase be- 


tween now and 1975 which will be — 
more than its growth from the 17th. 
century to the present time, and he 
predicted that New York’s population — 


will soon equal the present total rural- 
farm population in the U.S. 


sO much nonsense and 


If only we could more 
often display such a spirit as that in — 


BS rita 
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Interesting Glimpses From Japan 


y Dr. 


time, because I have been silent so 
long. But my time has always been 
so limited. I have no other time to 
write than on Sundays, for the school 
:. demands six days of the week. This 


year I have had more Sundays free 
than last year, when I preached 166 
times. Still, several Sundays are fully 
occupied. 

~. JI am thankful for my restoration of 
health. I am grateful to you for all 
the kindnesses and encouragements. 
_ Thanks for the things sent me such 
as old calendar tops, bulletin fronts, 
 §. S. pictures, etc. Remember they 
must all show Christ. 

It was a surprise to be invited to 
visit you. I would have enjoyed that 
but there seemed to be so many 
reasons why I should decline. First 
_ I was shocked to learn that you actual- 
ly thought that a brief visit would be 
worth $1500.00 in travel expenses. I 
_ feared that I could not live up to your 
expectations. I also knew that it 

would take a year to visit all the 
_ places where I felt I should visit. 

_ The main reason for not coming is 
_ that I have a place to fill here. Even 
though other men can fill the place 
better than I can, it should be pointed 
out that they are busy. But I have one 
- point in my favor: I am twice as old 
as they are. The years of service 
count as much in Japan as ability. 
_ Experience means a great deal in 


J It is a great joy to face a group of 
young people every day. They are 
all eager to learn. It is also a chal- 
lenge to face ten mature men every 
_ day, men who have battled and won 
signal victories for Christ. They de- 
_ serve the best I can give them. 
e; It is also a challenge during the 
_ summer weeks to stand before two 


J. M. T. Winther 


It is difficult for me to write this <4 


“hundred missionaries for about six 


weeks and help them find the trea- 
sures in the Scriptures. 


Chapels 


I want to express a hearty thanks 
for the gift that will suffice to build 
one of our little garage-like chapels. 
I do not know where it will be placed. 
But each one of our workers need 
that type of chapel, my -daughter 
Maya, Paul Johnsen and Lloyd Neve. 

Nabetani Wedding 

A few days ago we had a wedding 
at the Bible School. It was attended 
by so many that the guests filled the 
chapel and the two adjoining rooms. 
the bridegroom has a large circle of 
friends. 

Mr. Nabetani was a bright student 
of economics at a well known Tokyo 
university. But he got ill with T.B., 
and his career was broken by a long 
stay at a sanatorium. But there he 
met Christ. 

A pastor’s widow with two little 
children felt herself called to continue 
the work her husband had started at 
the sanatorium. And God blessed her 
efforts. As many as 120 patients at 
the sanatorium have at one time or 
another been members of her Bible 
class. And she has led her students to 
a saving knowledge of Christ. We 
have already so many students at the 
LBI who have found Christ at the 
sanatorium, that we have named it 
our preparatory school. 

At Nabetani’s wedding there were at 
least twelve guests who had belonged 
to the fellowship of saints at the san- 
atorium. No wonder they regard the 
little widow, Mrs. Inamura, as more 
than a mother. 

When Nabetani had regained his 
health the university asked him to 
come back and continue his work. But 


Dr. Winther. who is 84 years 0) 
is still an active missionary in Japz 


one of his friends at our school in. 
vited him for a visit hoping that he 
might decide to stay. He was he 
but a short time when he decided t 
stay. And before the first year hag 
passed Nabetani had made himself 
indispensable fellow worker. He ig 
now regarded as part and parcel ot 
both LBI and the seminary. : z 

The importance attached to a uni- 
versity degree is very great in Japan 
Therefore it has been decided that 
Nabetani should get his degree in the 
near future. : 


His bride also graduated from 
sanatorium before she came _ hel 
Even though she still has her mother 
they both invited Mrs. Inamura and 
insisted on having her on the wedding 
picture. an 
plain looking but she richly deserve: 


like a younger and stronger brother to 
me. > 


A REQUEST ; 
16 years ago a young boy bare 

6 years old was given by his mother 
to a temple to be brought up as a 
Buddhist priest. The poor mother had 
lost her health and was left by t 
boy’s father so she felt herself una 
to care for him. The temple to wk 
he was given belongs to the stricte 
sect among the Buddhists, and the 
he grew up under strict discipline; 
was a healthy and very inquisi 
boy, and although he was allowec 
get nine years of public schooling, 
was also made to sit motionless wh 
days and nights, given a subject 
“meditation,” hoping for enlighten- 
ment. But he was never satisfied, and 
although he tried several temples the 
light never came. 
This fall he decided to enter 
oldest and largest temple of his 


decided to walk the distance of nearly 
700 miles, making it a pilgrima 
stopping and worshipping at as m: 
temples as he could on the way. 
He had walked about 400 m 
when he arrived here in Kobe. He 
an uncle here who was one of our 
very first students in 1950; later | 
has been out in the work and he 
proven himself more than su 


year and chosen for the the 
department after another 5 


and the Buddhist priest c: ne 
tended it in all his priest 


[i oF 3 


is time, as it should be a real pil- 
mage, he had not intended to do 
ything as worldly as visiting an 
cle. Still he found himself here 
‘the school one afternoon, and got 
0a discussion with his uncle who 
n before had urged him to become 
Christian. 
inking that one of the teachers 
ight do a better job he brought the 
1ew to him. 
Just so happened that this teach- 
iad met the most famous leader of 
sect (a man with a Ph.D. from 
» remembered the sermon he had 
hed, and rather fearlessly show- 
up the errors that it contained. 
ding that even a foreigner knew 
octrines of his sect and boldly 
ed them as so many errors, made 
m think; he asked permission to 
a few days and hear more and 
ad some lectures. 
his is now more than two months 
_ He is still here; what is more, 
. has written to his temple and had 
little store of belongings sent 
. He believes that his pilgrimage 


“enlightened” in a way he never 
ed by his “meditations.” 

day when one of our theological 
nts, who also teaches personal 
igelism in the LBI, had spoken 


en is a Lie 


Sthe Truth? 


z A PROBLEM IN ETHICS 
FOR A NEW MISSIONARY 


_ By J. W. Spurling 


e of the most exasperating things 
ung missionary faces when he 
- to an Eastern country is the 
handling of the facts. As he 
to the way the nationals discuss 
he often shudders. 

. first impulse is to rise up in 
teous wrath and castigate a cul- 
> that brought on such progeny. 
second impulse is to collapse in 
air at the hopelessness of the task 
laining that truth cannot be 
ed with. It seems they just 
understand! 

vever, after being with the peo- 
little longer, there are other 
of view that come to light. 
s still just as dear to the mis- 
, but it gradually dawns on 
it, to them, truth is not words 
tion. 

the house-boy says, “ I must 
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of the importance of leading inquirers 
to a definite decision, the priest spoke 
up that he had decided: He at once 
asked for baptism. To hear as much 
as possible he had also attended the 
catechumenical class for those prepar- 
ing for baptism, so he knew what he 
spoke about. 

He surprised us by showing up at 
the examinations just finished now at 
the end of the term, but he astonished 
this writer, when he read the answer 
that he had turned in to a question 
“What made Christ’s cup so bitter?” 
Even a theological student need not 
have apologized for such an answer. 
He could not only say that it was the 
assaults of the devil, who desired to 
kill Him before He could reach the 
cross: that it was God’s wrath against 
all sin and unrighteousness; that it 
was all the results of all the sins ever 
committed; that it was the curse of the 
law against all who had broken it; 
but he could also add that it was even 
his own sins that had made Christ 
sweat blood; and it actually closed 
with a confession of his faith in Christ 
as his Savior. 

He would have liked to be bap- 
tized this Christmas, and if he had 
appealed to a score of other missions, 
they would unhesitatingly have bap- 
tized him and made a big number out 
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of it. We Lutherans are slower. We 
want to be sure that each person has 
counted the cost; that it is not a mere 
change of religion, but actually one of 
the heart. So we advised him to wait. 
His plan is now to wait until Easter 
and then go back to Saga where his 
invalid mother lives. “If she sees me 
baptized, she might also turn to Christ 
and be saved” is what he says. 

My request is that some of you 
who know how to pray will remember 
him. If he actually becomes a Chris- 
tian it might mean very much for 
many others. He is a bright and clean 
young man with great abilities; if 
loyal to Christ he might become as 
effective a worker as his uncle whom 
he resembles in many ways and ex- 
cels in health and energy. 

Nabetani, of whom I wrote above, 
has told of how this Buddhist priest, 
recently got into a discussion with 
his father who has been interested in 
several religions, and how he urged 
him to stop and turn to Christ, for 
He was the only one who could satis- 
fy the deepest longings of the human 
soul. We do hope and pray that it 
may be more than a “flash in the 


pan,” and that it really is Christ Him- 


self shining into a heart that in vain 
has sought enlightenment through his 
own efforts. 


required is a courteous word about 
the sick mother. Then, the talk goes 
to more practical matters. It seems 
the best cure for a sick mother far 
away is a raise in pay for the house- 
boy. If you don’t think he’s worth 
any more than he’s getting, you just 


_comfort him gently about his poor 


mother, and let him go. 


What he really means is that he 
does not want to work for you any 
more. Yet he does not want to em- 
barrass you by telling you that he 
doesn’t like the food you feed him, 
or the place he sleeps, or the pay 
he gets. So, he tells a fable that lets 
you off easy and gets him away. If 
you are not used to this, you get im- 
patient waiting for him to return. 
You just haven’t understood what he 
means. 


He was telling the truth, but in the 
way his culture has taught him. He 
was voicing the intention to leave. 
If this represents a great enough 
tragedy to the employer, he is ex- 
pected to do something about it. Just 
why he is leaving is indeed not the 
apt point for his remarks right then. 
After due pleading and urging, he may 
mention a few things, but most like- 
ly you will learn more from the tra- 
ditional “middlemen,” and not from 


the person directly involved. 


This is pointed up even more sharp- 
ly in the interpretation of law and 
its enforcement. In Western cultures 
we feel that we must obey every law 
on the books to the letter—but no 
further! Like a Pharisee, we take 


our income tax forms and examine 


them carefully for loopholes that will 


save us money. We scrutinize the 


wording to see if we cannot find some 


exemption that can be construed to — 


mean us. 


Our Eastern brethren just cannot 
it stands — 
for an, attempt to find a way out of 
paying honest debts. The question for — 
“What is the law?” — 
but rather, “What is the current em- — 
phasis and spirit that is now being — 
enforced?” The letter of the law is. 
not nearly as important as the inten- — 


understand this. To them, 


them seems hardly, 


tion of the law. 


Being a Christian changes a man. 
Does it also change his cultural back- — 


ground and concept of the nature of — 


truth? 


not Westerners. 
Changes in basic concepts come 
slowly. They must be taught with 


(Continued on page 13) 
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Just how much of our think- 
ing is strictly Christian, and how much ~ 
of it is strictly Western? It is the pur- — 
pose of the church to make Christians, 


t 


i 
be 


b 


sr 


A SMALL INVESTMENT 


One of the disturbing reports coming 
out of the last world war was a state- 
ment alleged to have been made by 
one of the religious leaders in Germany 
prior to the war. 


“Do not blame the Nazis; do not 
blame Hitler; do not blame the Jews; 
do not blame England; do not blame 
poverty; do not blame economic cir- 
cumstances. Blame the religious lead- 
ers! We are to blame. It is our fault. 
While we should have been teaching 
Christian values we were teaching 
something else.” 


What this German religious leader 
was saying is that they had neglected 
to integrate the Christian religion 
into their education and system. He 
was saying that if the church in Ger- 
many had been willing to bring to its 
youth an opportunity to study philo- 
sophy, science and history with a 
Christian background and in a Chris- 
tian atmosphere, there would not have 
been a Nazi party. 


Whether this analysis be true or not, 
no one will ever know. History and 
experience are on his side. There is 
much to support the belief that young 
people become molded according to the 
influences they encounter in their 
teens. The church is responsible to 


see that they are given the opportunity 


to study in a Christian atmosphere, or 
it will be required to answer for the 
consequences. 


The UELC 1958 convention adopted 
a resolution authorizing a Forward 
Phase in Christian Education, with a 
goal of $257,000 to be received over a 
three-year period. Dana College re- 
ceives $202,000. Oaks Mission receives 


— $20,000. The California Lutheran Col- 


lege receives $22,550; Trinity Seminary 
$5,000; Lutheran Seminary (Canada) 
$3,000; The Division of College and 
University Work $5,000. These are 
small amounts to add to the “regular” 
budget. Congregations are urged to 
add this to their quotas this year. It 
breaks down to about $2.25 per con- 
firmed member, per year for three 
years, a small amount to add to 
strengthen the Christian witness to 
the coming generation. 


J anuary 26, 19 


SNAP JUDGMENTS 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
Sir: 


Leaders in democratic institutions are certainly kept “humble,” — 
or at least are often humiliated by the snap judgments of the people 
they are elected to lead. This is ever so true in Lutheran churches. 
Institutionally, Lutheran Churches are democratic. 


Let’s give an example. The pastor, elected and called by the 
congregation to give himself fully to the guiding and leading of his 
flock, arrives at a conclusion concerning a possible course of action 
for his congregation as a corporation. He has spent a whole year 
thinking about this course of action. He has prayed about it... Hea 
has studied it and weighed it pro and con. He has gathered data and ~ 
projected the results that can be expected. He has studied other situ- 
ations in which the course of action was taken and has evaluated their 
results. Having carefully considered all the angles, therefore, he 
decides to propose the idea to his church council. 


=e 


Invariably there are members of the council who without any 
thought on the subject say: “Good idea,” or “No, I’m against it.” Mind 
you, the pastor has spent 10 minutes explaining the idea and is pro- — 
posing it only after a year of study and prayer—but right away, after 
thirty seconds of thought, someone is ready to say he is for or against ~ 
it. This is frustrating, to say the least. Even those who too quickly 
give a whole-hearted yes, are a bit premature, but they, at least, show 
that they respect the judgment of the man who has been thinking 
about it and studying it for a long time. On the other hand, those 
who immediately say, No, are the least qualified to serve as council- 
members or leaders in a democratic institution. 


o> 


These quick “no-sayers” are people who react emotionally rather 
than rationally. They have a feeling about something—a negative 
feeling—and they immediately say so. They do not say to themselves, 
“Now, hold on, Mack, just because your feeling is instantaneously 
negative, don’t go off half-cocked. The man who is proposing it has 
been thinking about this a long time and it is business to know some- 
thing about these things. Think about it yourself awhile before you 
ae os. es pg in prdbet a. saat represents the considered and 
ong-studied conclusion of a man of integrity. At lea 
be given time to think about it.” res et eee ee 


_ Particularly in the realm of financial stewardship is this a 
in congregations. A proposal is made. On the i it poneae ae 
it will cost money. However, the pastor, or the church council point 
out to the voting members at a business meeting that though it will 
cost money, it will strengthen the church and her witness in the world . 
or in the community. Therefore, it will not actually cost, but will 
prove to be an investment in God’s Kingdom. This latter considera- 
eee he ee me. reg ae ae ae (“it will cost money”) is 
y made, and a “NO” is immedia i is ij ry 
I call, going off half-cocked. ely Pegi eee by 


_ While it is true that all members of democratic instituti i 

ing the church, have the legal right to go off half-cocked. ft ia marae 
that people have a moral right to do so. It is the Christian duty of 
members of Christian congregations to believe that their pastors, for 
example, have the best interests of the Kingdom (and therefore the 
best interests of the congregation) at heart. It is an insult to the 
pastor, but more especially to Jesus Christ, when people will not he 
and carefully consider what His ambassadors have to say. oi 


This is not to say that honest disagreement i i 
only is this desirable, it is also Shera But Tr amt agua tus : 
30-second, half-witted, going off half-cocked, type of objection! that 
is all too common from “Christian” people who should know b tte 
and should love their divinely called leaders enough to hear than ut 


Se inamapaetes “ 


Sa eee ee 


» 


before offering their 30-second opinions. oe 
ES 
Yours, 
Scrip Sundry. i 2, 


January 26, 1959 


Pacific District Accomplishments 


- Part of District President Pastor Chris Justesen’s Report 


As we review the records for the past year we find the 
ppowing accomplishments: 


_ Olivet Lutheran Church, Inglewood, Calif. The Rev. 
ee M. Girtz is the pastor. Ninety souls were added to 
the congregation on Easter Sunday. This congregation has 
supplied many members to the new missions established in 
the southland which have been a great aid to the new con- 
Seezations. Rev. Paul Kloth is the associate pastor. 


_ Valley Lutheran Church, North Hollywood, Calif. The 
Rey. Adolph Kloth is the pastor. The congregation has pur- 
chased another parsonage. August 3, 1958, Rev. Roland 
lansen assumed the duties of associate pastor. 

‘Trinity Lutheran Church, Norwalk. <A _ beautiful new 
shurch was dedicated March 9, 1958. The Rey. Melius Bol- 
lesen is the associate pastor. The Rey. William Hanson re- 
Signed to become the Director of Public Relations for the 
California Lutheran Educational Foundation. This is an 
ency for five NLC synods seeking jointly to establish a 


“utheran liberal arts college in California. Rev. L. M. An- 
dersen was installed as pastor August 10. 
_ Bethany Lutheran Church, Pasadena. The Rev. F. G. 


Rasmussen, pastor. Plans are in the making for the enlarge- 
ment of their present facilities. 


~ Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Caruthers. 

nest Grill, pastor. He reports that the church is reaching 

out to the migrants. Several families come to church from 
e to time as they work in this area. 


St. Ansgar Lutheran Church, San Francisco, Calif. The 
Rey. Spener Petersen, pastor. The congregation has decided 

ereate a fund which is to be used for students who attend 
Dana with the ministry in view. 


_ Eben Ezer Lutheran Church. The Rev. Clarence Lund, 
astor. Relocation is on the congregation’s program. Five 
eres of land has been purchased. An architect is engaged 
to submit plans for a sanctuary seating 300. 
+ The Bethel Lutheran Church, Fresno, California. Adjoin- 
ing property has been purchased for parking area. A new 
Jucational unit is being built. They expect the building to 
The Rev. Christian Justesen 


The Rev. Er- 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lynwood, Calif. The Rev. 
Allan Hansen, pastor. The Rev. Douglas Toepel, associate 
tor. An educational unit valued at $135,000 will be built 
the near future. 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Whittier, Calif. The Rev. 
Verner Carlsen, pastor. The first unit of their proposed 
lans was dedicated July, 1957. Mr. Richard Andersen is 
erving as intern. 

] ‘aith Lutheran Church, Castro Valley, Calif. The Rev. 
nker Jensen, pastor. The congregation is working toward 
erection of the main sanctuary. The starting date of 
struction has not been set as yet. Their total indebted- 
ss has been reduced to $4,000. 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Oakland, Calif. The Rev. 
idney Jorgensen, pastor. The congregation has decided to 
locate. A three-acre site has been purchased for $24,000. 
present the church property is for sale for $85,000. 
mmaus Lutheran Church, Eugene, Oregon. The Rev. 
ard Andersen, pastor. The congregation has decided 
relocate. At present they are trying to sell their prop- 


ur Savior’s Lutheran Church, Ferndale. The Rev. 
erup Rasmussen, pastor. Our Savior’s is one of our 
ks Se Re on page 13) 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


EVENING SCHOOL 


Dana College will offer seven college credit courses 
in the evening next semester, according to Evening 
School Director Ray Weckmuller. The courses are of- 


fered as part of Dana’s Evening School Program. 


College credit courses are offered in the evening to 
enable area residents to continue college work, begin 


college training or pursue an interest. 


Registration for the second semester has been set for 
Tuesday, February 3, 1959, at 7:30 p.m. in Pioneer Me- 
morial. Courses offered are: Ceramics, Comparative 
Religion, Methods in Teaching, Elementary Science, 
Modern Civilization, Scandinavian Literature, Speech 
Techniques for Teachers and Survey of American Lit- 


erature. 


Evening classes must meet a total of 12 times, for a 
three hour period, to obtain credit. 


DEVELOPMENT NOTES 


The Dana College Development Drive has received 
approximately $303,000.00 in cash and pledges to date. 
Seventeen campaigns have been started in areas of — 
heavy U.E.L.C. concentration. The following states will | 
see campaigns begun in near future in areas where © 
church population warrants a personal campaign: Colo- 
rado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, — 
Michigan, Missouri, Montana, New York, North Dakota, — 
South Dakota, and Wisconsin. There have been a few 


& 


s 
oe, 


campaigns started in some of these states. ‘- 


A mail campaign is continuing among friends of Dana 2 
living in scattered areas where personal contact is not . 
possible, including many people of Danish ancestry 


who are not members of the U.E.L.C. y ‘3 


7 HOME CONCERT a 
' Don’t forget the Home Concert of the Dana A : F 
Cappella Choir at First Lutheran Church, Blair, | 
Sunday, January 25 at 8 pm. There will be no- 
admission charge. 


; 26, 1 1959) 
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. The abbreviation of our Luther League stewardship 


4 2 Our Synodical Luther League President. ie ass gy ae 


10. «> aig 
. 3. Our Synodical Luther League Secretary. 0. Our Synodical Youth Director. 1 he 
* 4. The site of our 1959 Luther League Convention. 11. Our Synodical Luther League Vice-President. a i 
‘we 12. One of our summer Luther League activities. — 
_ 9. Our Synodical Luther League Treasurer. : 


.. 13. Our Synodical Luther League eo 
B56 pthe name of our Luther League Bible reading guide. 


4. The name of our Luther League wi ee 
ann ‘The name of our annual Luther League Christmas tion. 
publication. 


a 15. Someone your Luther League needs. ; 
ie. Our 1958-59 Luther League theme. 16. Our Youth Editor. ate 


THE ANSWERS 


. There are six books in the 1958-59 Luther League 
ding Course. They are Florence Beausay’s Bold 
Thite Stranger, a story about Alaska; Howard Ellis’ 
vangelism For Teen-Agers, a help in winning young 
yple for Christ; Edward Kuhlmann’s How Do You 
0? a book of inspiration and advice; Elizabeth Elliot’s 
adow Of The Almighty, a biography of the author’s 
rtyred missionary husband; Walter Bowie’s The 
Of The Church, a history of the Christian church; 
_ Alfred Murray’s Youth’s Courtship Problems, a 
cussion of a vital subject to you. Which one fits? 


B. Our Synodical Luther League President is LeRoy 
ndersen, pastor of our church in Pewaukee, Wiscon- 
n. He is assisted by Pastor Donald Olsen of Camp 
jouglas, Wisconsin, as Vice-President, Carol Cook, a 
udent at Augustana College at Sioux Falls, South 
akota, as Secretary, and David Larsen, a student at 
ana College at Blair, Nebraska, as Treasurer. 


A “a 


4. If you didn’t know it, you had better underscore it. 

yur 1959 Synodical Luther League Convention is going 
» be held on our own Dana College’s campus, August 
(-30. Plan now to be there. 


6. The Uniting Word is our Luther League Bible 
sading guide. Are you making use of it? 


q Our annual Christmas publication is Christmas 
himes. It is the oldest Christian Christmas annual in 
United States! 


. 


3. You know our Luther League theme. Many of 
ou “used it at your District Conventions. Some of you 
inspired by it at the “Get-Acquainted” Rallies. 
‘-s of you are delivering meditations on it on Youth 
nday. It is symbolized by three upward thrusting ar- 
It is “Forward With Christ.” 


* ; ; 

Our stewardship program is entitled Youth Edu- 
in Stewardship — YES. Have you said, “Yes” 
> 


rie. 


10. Anyone who dassiee know our Synodical Youth 
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Robertson, a hard-working and devoted servant of youth 
and Christ. 


12. There are many summer Luther League activities 
but outstanding among them are our Leadership Train- 
ing Schools and our Bible Camps. If you haven’t par- 
ticipated in these, you can’t imagine what you are 
missing. 


13. Where are our Synodical Luther League head- 


quarters? Where do our helps and communiques come 
from? Blair, Nebraska. 


14. Joining with the other Luther Leagues of America 
we help produce and publish Youth Programs which 
is provided for your use. 


15. Whom does your Luther League need above 
everyone else? Christ? Well, yes, but it has Him. He 
is always present. But what about you? 


16. Who struggles with a weekly deadline to provide 
you with information, inspiration, and fun. I won’t tell 
you. Look at the top of the opposite page. 


YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE SYNOD- 
ICAL LUTHER LEAGUE WILL MEET AT BLAIR, 
NEBRASKA, FEBRUARY 3RD. 


eS Wo Fas TALS 


QUESTIONS OR SUGGESTIONS WHICH REQUIRE | 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ACTION SHOULD BE IN 


THE HANDS OF PASTOR GEORGE ROBERTSON, | 
ROUTE 1, BLAIR, NEBRASKA, NOT LATER THAN | 


JANUARY 31ST. 


MAKE YOUTH SUNDAY, FEBR. 1ST, A DAY OF 
PRAYER FOR YOUTH! : 


THE FIRESIDE | 


BY 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


SSNS 
SS < 4 


ants Aa 
THERE IT STANDS! 


THE BIBLE! 


Where childhood needs a standard 
Or youth a beacon light, 

Where sorrow sighs for comfort 
Or weakness longs for might, 

: Bring forth the Holy Bible, 

be The Bible! There it stands! 

Resolving all life’s problems 
And meeting its demands. 


Though sophistry conceal it, 
The Bible! There it stands! 
. Though Pharisees profane it, 
Its influence expands; 
It fills the world with fragrance 
f Whose sweetness never cloys, 
} It lifts our eyes to heaven, 
It heightens human joys. 


J IT IS WRITTEN 
. (Luke 4:1-13) 
By Gilbert Laws 


The Evangelists put the baptism of 
Jesus and His temptation close to- 
gether. They were indeed close to- 
gether, and that not merely in time, 
but in spiritual significance. After 
the reception of any special blessing 
we should be carefully on our guard 
a against the enemy of souls. Satan 
__ waited for Jesus on His way from the 
: baptism to His work. The tempter’s 
_ baits were various. 

7 The old saying, “The devil can 
quote Scripture for his purpose” finds 
its supreme example here. Doubly 
perilous is that temptation which 
may seem to have a warrant in holy 
words. That is why we need discern- 
ment in our reading of the Bible. 
Scripture is of no private interpreta- 
tion, and we are wise to seek and 
accept the guidance of more experi- 
enced and instructed Christians. The 
Lord’s answer to Satan’s quotations is 
a guide to us. When Satan says, “It 
is written:” the Lord’s answer is, “It 
is written again.” Accurate knowledge 
and use of the Bible is our best de- 
fense in temptation.—The Christian, 
London. 


WHEN I HAVE TIME 

When I have time, so many things 

Tll do 
To make life happier and more fair 
2 For those whose lives are crowded 
% now with care. 
_ Tl help to lift them from their low 
- despair, 
When I have time. 


By James M. Gray 


Despised and torn in pieces, 
By infidels decried— 
The thunderbolts of hatred 
The haughty cynic’s pride— 
All these have railed against it 
In this and other lands, 
Yet dynasties have fallen, 
And still the Bible stands! 


highway, 
There it stands! 


To paradise a 
The Bible! 
Its promises unfailing, 
Nor grievous its commands; 
It points man to the Saviour, 
The lover of his soul; 
Salvation is its watchword, 
Eternity its goal! 


|e eR aR SS ER eS 


When I have time, the friend I love 
so well 

Shall know no more these weary, 
toiling days; 


Tll lead his feet in pleasant paths 


always, 
And cheer his heart with words “of 
sweetest praise, 


When I have time. 


When you have time, the friend you 
hold so dear 

May be beyond the reach of all your 
sweet intent; 

May never know that you so kindly 
meant 

To fill his life with sweet content— 

When you had time! 


Now is the time! 
longer wait 

To scatter loving deeds and words of 
cheer 

To those around whose lives are now 
so dear. 

They may not meet you in the com- 
ing year— 

Now is the time. 


Ah, friend, no 


WITHIN THESE SACRED WALLS 
By Stephen Gaylord 
I come this day to talk to One 
Who walked beside the sea, 
My soul bowed reverently to Him— 
My Lord of Galilee. 


The shores of paradise I know 
Come nearer when I see 

The brow whose cruel thorns endured 
Ignoble agony. 


I’ve tried in vain to trace my way 
Alone, as best I know, 


But paths that I thought clean an: 
pure 
Somehow no purer grow. : | 


How oft I’ve tried to pierce the veil. 
And view that fairer land, 

But little did I comprehend, 
Nor did I understand 


That only through a vale of tears, 
And bitter sorrows felt, 

I’d truly find that spot and kneel | 
In reverence where Christ es | 

And kneeling thus, ’d pray to find, 
And in my praying see 

The purer paths my Lord trod on— 
This man of Galilee! 


—Free Methodist 


tn, 2 prada 


TEN MARKS OF AN 
EDUCATED MAN 4 


1. He keeps his mind open on every 
question until the evidence is all in. | 
2. He always listens to the may 
who knows. 7 
3. He never laughs at new ideas. 
4. He cross-examines his day dreams) 
5. He knows his strong point anc 
plays it. 
6. He knows the value of rode 
habits and how to form them. 
7. He knows when to think a 
when to call in the experts to 
for him. | 
8. You cannot sell him magic. : 
9. He lives the forward:ioaaly 
outward-looking life. 
10. He cultivates a love of ae 
beautiful. ; a 


af 


—The Cathedral Chimes 4 


Sylvia: “When I applied for a job, 
the manager had the nerve to ask 
my punctuation was good.” 

Mildred: “What did you tell him?” 

Sylvia: “I said I'd never been late 
for work in my life.” 


Family pride in an athletic son car 
reach great heights, but it was equalled 
by the partisanship of one father fo. 
the local team in which his son playe¢ 
scrum-half. 

When an important match was be- 
ing played some distance from hott 
he asked his son to wire the pe 

That evening the teleeran ame 
bearing the curt message: 
bone and one rib broken.” 

“Yes, yes,” exclaimed the father 


impatiently, “but he doesn’t ‘say wh 
won.” . 


ie 
s 
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ON SAYING NAUGHTY WORDS 
(Continued from page 1) 

; it is an enterprise which provides 
yealth for the few by preying on the 
yeakness of many; if it is a business 
vhich exploits labor or flouts the 
aw: he will break the second com- 
nandment if he asks God to bless it. 
iven if he attends because it is good 
ublic relations for “St. Matthew’s on 
he Main Street” he may profane his 
alling. 

-And those who seek to use the of- 
ices of a minister or the sanctions of 
eligion not out of a sense of need, but 
rom a desire to profit by making a 
sood impression, break this second 
Bi candment more disastrously than 
he man who swears when he hits his 
en with a hammer, or befouls the 
ai with vile language. Uncouth 
anguage is bad manners, and offen- 
es to our fellows; profanity is a sin 

Zainst God, and destroys the soul. 
as 


PACIFIC DISTRICT 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

(From page 9) 
Bélated congregations as far as the 
U.E.L.C. is concerned. However, we 
nd here a congregation loyal to both 
mod and district. At present they 
“together with other Lutheran 
shurches in the area, in the E.M.V. 
plan. 
~ Grace Lutheran Church, Fresno, the 
Rev. George, Demant, pastor. An in- 
gathering of funds was completed last 
fall. Their aim was to raise in pledges 
$20,000 to pay off their debt. They 
went over the top. They are now 
building four new Sunday school rooms 
aed enlarging the pastor’s study. 
Bethany Lutheran Church, Portland, 
Oregon. The Rev. Skriver Kloth, 
astor. Plans are being studied for 
e erection of a new educational unit. 
Mr. Fritz Youra is interning at Beth- 
‘Elim Lutheran Church, Petaluma, 


SEA ats) 
eh haa § 


Sosfonleeloeteeloeontetloeteeloeteels 
INVEST IN GOD’S WORK 
AND 

YOUR SECURITY 


Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 
| Lincoln, Nebraska, is offering five- 
ar notes in denominations of 
0.00, or multiples thereof. In- 
rest will be computed from the 
te of the note to December 1, 1959, 
d then on December 1 of. each 
'year thereafter to maturity of note. 
terest, at the rate of 5%, will be 
id on that date each year. 

x brochure, or further informa- 
, please write to Dr. Duane M. 
it, 3009 Jackson Drive, Lincoln, 
raska, or, to Pastor James W. 
Olsen, 1210 S. 40th Street, Lincoln, 


raska. 
oe “Bank With God” 
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Calif. A new educational unit was 
erected the past year. Rev. H. M. 
Peterson accepted the call to Eugene, 
Oregon. 

Bethesda Lutheran Church, Eugene, 
Oregon. This is the largest of our 
churches in Oregon. Their present 
facilities are being taxed for more 
room. Rev. I. Olsen accepted the call 
to Golgotha Church, Chicago, Illinois 

Pella Lutheran Church, Selma, Cali- 
fornia. The Rev. Axel Husted-Chris- 
tensen accepted a call to Winnipeg, 
Canada. Rev. Robert Hansen was in- 
stalled September 14. 

The Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Easton (Fresno), Calif. The Rev. O. 
V. Magnussen, pastor. Last year a new 
modern church was erected at Easton. 


This is our oldest congregation in 
California. 
Rosedale Lutheran Center. The 


Home Mission Board has tried to get 
an intern to serve at the Rosedale 
Lutheran Center, Del Rey, California. 
No one has accepted the call. At pres- 
ent Rev. Bach is at the Center. We 
hope a satisfactory arrangement can 
be made with Pastor Bach as long as 
he is at the Center. 


THE TRUTH? 
(Continued from page 7) 
patience and kindness. Above all, 
they must be taught by the Word of 
God. This is our only safe authority. 
The Easterner points out that under- 
lying most of this loose handling of 
truth is an intention of mercy and 
kindness that is gentle with the faults 
and errors of others. He asks, ‘Does 
God condemn such intentions?” On 
the other hand, just how far do the 
Scriptures go in setting aside the letter 


DANSK NYTAAR, 1959 


An Annual in the Danish Language, 
edited by Professor Paul C. Nyholm 


Only one dollar, postpaid 
Order from local agents or from 


Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska 


178 pages with over 150 illustrations 


Stories and interesting articles by over 
thirty authors who really have a message. 


Order your copy NOW. 
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of the law for the spirit? It was Paul 
the Easterner who felt that ‘the let- 
ter killeth, but the spirit giveth life” 
(2 Cor. 3:6). But it was also Paul 
who admonished the young preacher, 
Timothy, that “Them that sin rebuke 
before all, that others also may fear” 
(1 Tim. 5:20). 
—Free Methodist 


Quality Printing . 
@ Letterheads - Envelopes 
@ Reports 
@ Booklets of All Kinds 
@ Parish Papers 
@ General Church Printing 


Write for Prices or Quotations 


Mail Order - Fast Service 


All Lutheran Materials 
Books 

Bibles 

Sunday School Materials 
Church Supplies 


Write for Catalog 


Lutheran Publishing House 
138 North 17th Street 


Blair, Nebraska 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


An ideal gift for your 
Danish friends 


Budget oeeecccccccceretreeeeretttseereseners 
Forward Phase .......... 
Previously Acknowledged _........--...- canes pe esSieiy t eae 
faston, Calif. Immanual Luth. S. S. for Santal Mission $80, Children’s Homes $68.50 
Reedley, Calif., Ebenezer Luth. Church for 1958 a WoAseiie fa bees eaceee ence seevsasscennasseseeteas pee cts ; 
Denver, Colo., Christ the King Luth. Church, Mary Circle, for school in Sudan Mission. ............ 
Denver, Colo., First Bethany Luth. Church for Synodical Budget $300, Forward Phase $159.99 
Cedar Falls, Ia., Mrs. H. €. Jacobsen in memory of her husband for South America Mission 
Sih. < Sapen —IVASSIOM. 218 LO aeieecdes ccnusencastdatsaceaesedaecsnasees srnwaracioerasuer wanes uate (eCcanentesatshes unc scratenes sabi ite aneeains 
Hamlin, Ia., Priscilla Guild for Elim Children’s Home .... al 
Hamlin, Ia., Hamlin Jr. Missionary Society for Sudan Md asin 55.600; cavace ita gasdoospap eaten ec cas thee eee 
Rutland, Ia., Given in memory of Chris Christensen, Humboldt, by Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Christensen and Jerry, Mr. and Mrs. John Henderson, Ft. Dodge, Mr. and Mrs. John Ja- 
cobsen. and fam’ly, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Pedersen and’ family, Gilmore City, Mrs. James 
Gregersen and family, Mr. and Mrs. Nels Christensen for Children’s Homes. ................:-c0.00 
Scranton, Ia., First Luth. Ladies Aid for Elim Children’s Home. ........-.....0.0-00+ saneactosucsareentn enrgeseansnsenes 
Shelby, Ia., Given in memory of Nels Christiansen, Avoca, by Agnes Christiansen, Avoca, for 
Children’s Homes $50, given by Raymond Christiansen for Children’s Homes $25, given 
by Wm. Constable for Home Missions $5, given by Anna and Dora Johansen for Home 
PRIEST TH ce awh cracvc ccna ga'ncav' piesa scsncvoscsecbensssas veGhdeteceonsdgecs else ptVhasenesayentenenenode de Menup acces te teh aRag a eetann ta auacsainasss 
West Branch, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church for Synodical Quota . Ek 
Orum, Nebr., Immanuel Luth. Church for Synodical Quota ...... 
Cushing, Nebr., St. John’s Luth. Church for 1958 LWA in full ....... 
Edmore, Mich., Our Savior’s Luth. Church for LWA $13, Foreign M 
SADR Ope — Suegsoas cobiignsa vice ostas fe mpaitsnay coe dann pies ype yanendeh wna veest env tests SY apsevan tay deeNie Won nme(tapans7Riad aes 20 dadien te tEceae aster aes 
Trufant, Mich., St. Thomas Luth. Church for Synodical Quota . r 
Hutchinson, Minn., Faith Luth. Church for Synodical Quota ............... 
Sidney, Mont., Mrs. Johane Hansen for LWA $2, Jewish Mission $ 
Penn Yan, N. Y., St. Paul’s Ey. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota $300, LWA. 1958 $55.50... 
ei Beresford, S. Dak., Given in memory of Julius Smith by Adolph Rasmussen, Evan Rasmus- 


a sen cand Nels Thompson for FOr elem MAS OTG 2oscicces (2 eascdcahatassensssekasennpdsed dens Ehudewadupcegauc<uaehee en aets tas 
-. Cushing, Wis., First Ev. Luth. Church, Loyal Workers, for Synodical Budget * 


For Foreign Missions in memory of Hans A. HamSem ......06.......ccccceceecesesscereeeeeees é 
= Fresno, Calif... Bethel Ev. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 2o.....ccciccscscccssscnceeterensstevcecansesa 5 
_ Pomona, Calif., Bethany Luth. Church, Ord, given by Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Jeppesen for Pen- 
= sion Fund $5, School Fund $35, Home Mission $15, LWA $10, Santal Missien $5. Sudan 


Ss Mission $5, South America Mission $5.00, South America Mission $5, Japan Mission $5.... 

fo Ohicazo, Tit, Atonement’ Luth.. Church, for Symodical Quota ..2......5i...cccvsersessctconssnsnosseassenenvdencumsesaseoas 

See rainiin,-la., Hamlin Luth. Church for Synodical Quotar . i. pcccic.-cccdiacscccacstasccteerseatrastsasecss rer 

2a Council Bluffs, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church for Symodical Quota .........ccccccccecececececseneeeeeee 

. Dubuque, Ia., Trinity Seminary Student Body for Benevolence Fund 

a= Jacksonville, Ia., Jacksonville S. S. for Sudan Mission .:....cic.sccccccc.ccsescvesseceseserencceanseneedanenes 
Marcus, hi Nazareth Luth.-Church for Synodieal ‘Quota. oi... ....ci-.c2cs+nteseos-oucteenetannadacencseestavasipmver eae 
- Oyens, Ia., Gethsemane Luth. Church, Given by friends in memory of Sam Lund for Home 
ME NIMAON 920, sed Oreten — MiSSois 5S 20t lituissss<tectocuc cited inwaghectecatce boven seteeaptecons <pteesucest Mipwiecautesee be. nee 
Scranton, Ia., First Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. Marie C. Baier, Exira, for Foreign Mis. 


Scranton Luth. Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. Marie C. Baier for Foreign Missions _....... 
Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. Walter Nielsen in memory of Laura Jensen, Portland, Oregon, 
ee aN ELT OTL SEOUL TD Lo teisen cing ac conse sy SU xe tpg ta RRP ak oR ees sec easter obama Dot eena viene evs er-ss<abe se lg Ne acne a 
Hampton, Nebr., Immanuel Luth. Ladies Aid for Children’s Homes $14.55, for School Fund, 
Pa General Fund,. Home Mission, Indian Mission, Utah Mission, Pension Fund each $10.50.. 
Seaurel, Nebr. United Lutheran; Church. for) Generals Wun cece ce cncny ccandevaracveusescntastigchtieteesy sue 
Ruskin, Nebr.,.Bethany Iath--Church for Synodical Quota 2.2... ciccssisicecsedecscssuccsesssestoesccstbbeetetoces, 
Eugene, Ore., Bethesda Ev, Luth. Church for Synodical Quota $1,685.34, South America Mis- 
> SLOT (CP bor NOT CHS 6 SA LAI es ese sega aalas pee ood ta ee ee aga s See tnnn cent oo cB URGE MESS ons ae eee En See sey 
Racine, Wis. 


A W. A. Taylor, Fresno, Cal., Miss Eda Juhl, Exira, Ia., Friends at Mareus for F 
Ringsted, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. S. S. for Foreign Missions, $75, Children’s Homes AS in: ree 


Norma Ladies Aid, Norma, Japan Mission (M. Paulsen) 
 Winois District 

ate arial Japan Mission (Tadashi DR ti ete Or Rls nt 

- tha L. S., Trufant, in memory of Mrs. Olin Smith, Mrs. Neils Hansen and Mrs. Al- 
: bert Jensen for Japan Mission (M. Paulsen) e: ae eres eee ne 
Pacific Distrit 


ThER RD aR ee meee ne ree eee nenennn nets Reseneeeee neon ee ruensseseetnsens 


SHAR Nene eb eee e nes ee teaser sees sdeseeseeneesatenareene 
Hh eeeweeee 


or Mrs. Gertrude Pfanecuck for 


ange dapat Mineton, OncH. SiO. ius, cacsvcccteacedee dette Ak nee eee ee 


a 0 

Daughters of h 

Dilapts Distelol ccs, ee ears Sa Tate Lome RO 
Emmaus Ladies Aid, Falmouth, Pension Fund 
Beene 
St. Mark’s Guild, Stoim Lake, Lif : c terman 
—wonltission ni Paulsen) iat cate ee eee 5S ae: ag) 
— Women o ny, Spencer, Sudan Mission 
Trinity Ladies Aid, Rutland, for South Aitnios Miss‘on, Santal Mission, Sudan Mission 


Seneeehyrersesee swear enerwsedecSbete sev CeBesseteSene seb hsenuetenush actaesyewsey 


= he 
Fiscal Yr. Onions 
> -> = Luh 
Total Synodical 24 
Bie aac seeeae $488949.00 
ele : 92500.00 
| $247992.69| $246866.48| 


148.50 ee 


/ 


sSeccncercreceqs 


se eeeee 


— A SS pe ny eg eee a 


500.00 
1000.00) 


Aeeeenee 


SPP err er rrny 


Received with Thanks. 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


_ VIRGINIA NEGROES STAGE 
a PRAYER PILGRIMAGE 

FOR SCHOOLS 

Singing hymns and stressing passive 
istance, some 1,000 Negro marchers 
called in Richmond, Va. for a “change 
of heart and a change of policy by 
1 state of Virginia” on the racial 
integration question. 

Leaders of the demonstration label- 
ed it a “pilgrimage of prayer for pub- 
> schools.” It began with a prayer 
ting at the Mosque Auditorium, 
‘er which the gathering walked 17 
ks to the state capitol. The Ne- 
proes were joined by about two dozen 
white sympathizers. 


IAN LUTHERANS PLAN 
: COLLEGE 

As the first step toward the estab- 
hment of a Lutheran college here, 
Canadian District of the Lutheran 
-ch—Missouri Synod will dedicate 
-seat chapel on the campus of 
e University of Toronto. 
e University of Toronto now has 


NOTE. A contribution of $75.00 previously credited just to Mr. and Mrs. 
orge Hansen of Ebenezer Church, Audubon, Ia. 


TOTALS 


ot included in Synodical Budget. ** Of this total $3,906.59 is for Forward Phase. 


Blair, Nebraska, January 17, 1959. 


Sorry we neglected to specify this. 


on its campus two Anglican, one Unit- 
ed Church and one Presbyterian col- 
lege. 


CATHOLIC LEADERS ALARMED 
OVER GERMANY DIVORCE RATE 


Roman Catholic leaders in West 
Germany have viewed with alarm the 
high-spiraling number of divorces in 
the Federal Republic. 

Statistics released by the Registrar 
General’s office here disclosed that the 
number reached 41,400 in 1957, some 
400 more than was reported in the 
previous year. The all-time high was 
88,000 in 1948. 

The Family League of German Cath- 
olics, with a membership of more than 
1,000,000, recalled the Church’s con- 
tinued requests for repeal of Nazi 
laws which facilitated divorce and 
which are still part of the West Ger- 
man family and marriage legislation. 

In urgent legislative appeals, the 
league has called for adoption of new 
laws providing for a period of three 
years from the day of marriage dur- 
ing which no divorces would be per- 
mitted. 

Church officials have said divorces 


40.00 40.00] 
10.41 10.41 
Sis 5.00 aT) 
146.00 "144.00 
400.00 400.00 
900.00 900.00 
100.00 100.00 
300.00 300.00 
22515100 aes 25.00 

. 110.00 —- 110.00 
$266101.27|| **$264776.27 
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$1325.00 


P. V. Hansen, Treasurer 


EPISCOPALIANS REPORT GAINS 

Membership in the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church reached an all-time high © 
of 3,274,867 in 1958, an increase o: 
111,741, or 3% per cent, over the p1 


vious year. 


The figures were reported in t 
1959 Episcopal Church Annual pu 
lished here by Morehouse-Gorham C 
and edited by Dr. Clifford P. Mo 


house of New York. 


It also disclosed that the clergy in 
creased by 164 for a total of 8,234, a 
the number of lay readers grew 


some 400 to 12,493. 


Despite these small gains, Dr. Mor 
house warned, the Episcopal Chur 
faces a severe shortage of priests b 
cause more than 1,700 are on the r 
tired list and candidates for Hol: 
Orders rose only by seven for a tot 
of 754 as compared wi 


before. 


th 747 the year 


‘@ 
4 
ag 


ae 


x 
ef 
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George Hansen should have been credited to Mr. and Mrs. . 


are most frequent in marriages be-- 
tween partners of different faiths or 
where one of the partners does no 
belong to any Christian group. The 
divorce rate in urban areas, they n 
ed, is almost four times as high as 
rural districts. 


Reading for the Lenten Season ‘| 


THE SIGN OF THE CROSS by O. P. 
Kretzmann. 


Here is the old, old story of sin and 
grace, told simply and clearly, in lan- 
guage, oh, so beautiful and lofty in 
image, oh, so apt and vivid, by the 
well-known preacher and president of 
Valparaiso University, Dr. O. P. Kretz- 
mann. Dr. Kretzmann looks closely 
at the compelling urgency of the Pas- 
sion—and shows how the bit of gossip, 

the lingering impurity, the careless- 
ness, and every sinful thought and 
deed, has caused Christ’s suffering and 
death. From the events of Holy Week 
he brings assurance and comfort for 
all the world’s aching sadness, agony 
of soul, great loneliness, dark valleys— 
and applies it to the personal needs of 
his hearers. Here is an insistent prob- 
ing into the inner recesses of the sinful 
_ heart and an invitation to repentance 
_and faith. Both the reader and hearer 
_ of these warm persuasive messages 
_ will walk away in a calmer, more 
_ peaceful frame of mind, buoyed up by 
_ the knowledge that his sins are truly 
_ forgiven, and with the firm resolve to 
do a little better in the future. 
_ Eight sermons for Lent and Easter, in- 
_ cluding one each for Maunday Thurs- 
_ day, Good Friday, Easter Sunday. 


86 pages—$1.25—postage 14¢ 


4 THROUGH TEMPTATION by James 
_ H. Hanson. 


The real nature of temptation and 
how a Christian may conquer it is the 
_ central theme of this book—an appro- 
_ priate one to consider during Lent, 
which commemorates Christ’s forty 
_ days of fasting and temptation. Christ’s 
_ temptation in the wilderness offers 
_ the clue to the meaning of temptation 
in our own lives. In seven chapters 
_ the author brings to light the scrip- 
_ tural understanding of temptation. He 
shows, finally, that there is only one 
way a person can come to grips with 
_ temptation—and conquer it. 


96 pages, paper, $1.50—postage 14c 


SEMINARY LIBRARY 
CAPITAL UNIVERSITY 
COLUMBUS 9 OHIO 


AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS by 
an imprisoned Pastor Behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

Eighteen meditations based on the 
events of the Passion Story. The au- 
thor speaks directly to his Lord, in the 
intimate style of personal address. He 
speaks of the Passion—his understand- 
ing of it, its meaning in his life, and 
its eternal significance for all men. 
Though he looks through prison win- 
dows as he writes—his lips silenced. by 
the judgment of the world—his words 
carry a quiet ring of joy and thanks- 
giving in anticipation of Christ’s Easter 
victory. Inspirational reading of a rare 
quality (A-5) Cloth, $3.00—postage 14c 


MEN WHO FACED THE CROSS 
by William Siegel. 

Clustered about Calvary were shad- 
ows of shame. . remorse. Wy 
reconciliation. . . expectation —a 
wondrous display of the human heart 
the like of which only an experience 
as the drama of man’s redemption 
could evoke. In these eight character- 
study sermons for Lent, a recent vis- 
itor to the Holy Land reconstructs the 
familiar scenes of the Passion Story, 
to impressively demonstrate that all 
men everywhere in the world today 
must humble themselves before this 
towering symbol of salvation. 

$2.00—postage 14¢ 


THE THIEF by Archie Joscelyn. 

Searching and ever charged with 
suspense is the somber new journey to 
Calvary skillfully traced in this dra- 
matic fictional portrait of the penitent 
thief whose cross of crucifixion stood 
beside that of Christ. —$3.50 


Lutheran Publishing House 


138 North 17th Street 
Blair, Nebraska 
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THE VICTOR SPEAKS by Edmuns 
Schlink. A series of 17 meditations 00 
the Seven Words spoken by Christ from 
the cross and on eight of the statemen’ : 
the Savior made after His resurrectio1 
In language that marches and penes 
trates deeply, Edmund Schlink, promr 
inent theologian on the faculty — 
Heidelberg University, brings fre; 
understanding and striking insight 
into the towering events of Lent ana 
Easter. His eloquent style and powe: 
succeed in “coming through” in thi 
fine translation by Paul F. Koehneke 
late Professor at Concordia College 
Milwaukee, Wis. Within these pages 
the distressed, the forsaken, the indifi 
ferent, the guilt-ridden, the hate-fillect 
the selfish, as well as the faithful child 
of God can enter into intimate com: 
munion with Christ—and find a new 
life rich in fulfillment. Here is ne 
drama with a tragic ending, but enj 
couragement to share in the victory 01 
Christ’s cross and in His glorie 
resurrection through faith. Amid 
realities of the cross Dr. Schlink bid 
us “fight the good fight of faith.” 
126 pages, cloth—$2.50—postage 14¢ 


DIARY OF A DISCIPLE by Wi 
C. Berkemeyer. : 
Devotional Readings for the Fort 
Days in Lent. The story of Jesus fron 
ot 


Baptism to Resurrection. The book is 
divided into forty sections, one rez 

ing for each of the forty days in 
Told in the first person by an uniden 
tified disciple. Semi-flexible bindin 
(U-87) $1.75—postage | 


CONSIDER HIM by Oliver 

These three meditations on C 
Passion have as their specific subjects 
the supreme moments of his life—the 
Upper Room, the Garden of Gethsem- 
ane, and the Cross. Written especia’ 
for Lenten use, the meditations 
prefaced by a brief introduction — 
meditation in general during Le 
and conclude with two sugge 
“acts of Worship.” The book der 
its title from the injunction to { 
our minds to Christ in meditation—to 
consider him instead of ourselves, W. it 
each meditation is included an app 
priate reference for Bible reading 
some excellent and unusual pray 
(A-1) Cloth cover, 64 Pages § 


